


We are proud that students at Tanfield School respect 
others, work to the best of their ability, are kind and have 

self-discipline. As such, they leave us after Year 11 with 
the knowledge, skills and attributes they will need to be 

successful and happy in the next stage of their lives. 
Our expectations for behaviour, academic effort and 

achievement are high for all learners. 

As a priority, we ensure that every child who comes to 
Tanfield feels safe and happy. We know that this is most 

likely: when they know and understand their environment, 
know and trust the people in it and know and understand 
the expectations everyone has of each other and how to 

meet these. Tanfield’s size enables our staff to care for each 
child as an individual. Very quickly, we will all learn your 

child’s name and their learning needs.

Given that our work as teachers is to develop our students’ 
characters, we are responsible for teaching the young people 

in our care how to work hard, and how to be good people. 
We do this through the positive and trusting relationships 
we create in our community and through the constant and 

consistent expression of high expectations. This is very clear 
to our students so that they know what is ok, what is not ok, 
why that is, how to achieve it and how to reflect and fix it if 
they get it wrong. Tanfield students always strive to be the 
best that they can be. This excellent behaviour and effort 

leads to their achievement.

For students to meet these high expectations, we know that 
we need to invest in building very strong relationships with 

parents, carers and families. Tanfield School encourages 
your involvement. We want you to play an active part in your 

child’s education and to support our staff as they carry out 
their responsibilities with your child.

You are welcome to visit us at any time. If you do, you will see 
for yourself why we are so proud of our students.

Steven Clough
Headteacher
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English
The English curriculum at Tanfield enables our students to leave us as 
independent, resilient and confident learners who question the world 
around them, read widely, develop perceptive lines of thought, express 
complex ideas using sophisticated vocabulary and write creatively, 
imaginatively and convincingly. 

We have a relentless focus on high quality reading and writing through 
the teaching of a knowledge rich curriculum, which spans from Years 
7 to 11. Our knowledge rich curriculum provides students with the 
content needed to truly engage with everything our subject has to 
offer. As a result, students value and enjoy the challenge of studying 
English Language and Literature at Tanfield School.

Students study a range of texts at ks3 and 4:
Y7 – ‘The Odyssey’ Homer, ‘Treasure Island’ R.L. Stevenson, ‘Lord of the Flies’ 
William Golding

Y8 – ‘The Crucible’ Arthur Miller, ‘Romeo and Juliet’ William Shakespeare, ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ John Steinbeck

Y9 – ‘Heroes’ Robert Cormier, ‘Othello’ William Shakespeare, ‘War poetry 
anthology’ Selected poets.

Y10 – ‘A Christmas Carol’ Charles Dickens, ‘Macbeth’ William Shakespeare, ‘An 
Inspector Calls’ J.B Priestley

Y11 – ‘Romeo and Juliet’ William Shakespeare, ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ R.L. 
Stevenson, ‘Animal Farm’ George Orwell

A GCSE in English is vital for almost all jobs and 
vocational courses. English/English Literature 
at AS/A2 level are favourably viewed for entry to 
all institutions of Higher Education. The study 
of English can lead to many different areas of 
study within Higher Education: Psychology, 
Anthropology, Media Studies, Drama and the 
Performing Arts, Literary Criticism, Journalism, 
medicine, law and many others.

Mrs G Oliver
English Department



Tanfield’s 
mathematicians 
are problem 
solvers.

7-11 are tested at 
regular intervals 
which will allow 
students to track 
progress and 
achieve their full 
potential.

Mathematics
Tanfield’s mathematicians are problem solvers. They are taught 
knowledge on concepts such as: statistics, ratio, geometry, algebra 
and probability and challenged to apply this with difficult tasks. The 
knowledge is embedded in their long term memory with low stakes 
testing, interleaving and spacing so that they are confident, skilled and 
able mathematicians ready to proceed to post 16 study. 

Mr M Ceegan 
Maths Department
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is used for 
homework.

Students are 
confident 
mathematicians.
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Science
In Science we study aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and offer 
a variety of courses to match students’  individual needs.  We encourage 
a practical, problem solving approach in lessons and emphasise the 
relevance of Science in the real world.

Extracurricular provision has included visits to Kielder Space 
Observatory and our GCSE students have attended the Science Live 
Conference presented by Professor Lord Robert Winston. 

We take great pride in the delivery of our knowledge rich curriculum. 
This prepares our students for all aspects of life, and in particular, for 
further academic Scientific studies at University.

MR R Seaton
Science Department

Students who study science at tanfield 
school aspire to pursue careers in 
medicine, aerospace, forensic science, 
veterinary science, and engineering to 
name but a few. 

“Every lesson is 
different, they are 
always fun and 
exciting, we always 
learn new things.”

Tanfield Science students have 
achieved success in biology, 
chemistry, physics and science

We are proud that many of 
our students have graduated 
from Tanfield School to study 
Science at A level, degree level 
and beyond to pursue careers 
in a multitude of scientific 
fields.

“Teachers 
push you that 
extra bit, but 
in a nice way.  
They know us 
as individuals 
and treat us 
with respect.”



Humanities
The Humanities curriculum is designed to give all our students the 
cultural literacy that will ensure all our students can attend the best 
university, or real alternative, succeed in their dream job and thrive in 
all aspects of their life. Our curriculum is designed to provide a breadth 
and depth knowledge and understanding of all three disciplines. 
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Mrs N Stephenson 
Humanities Department

In History; our students learn about and develop a secure understanding of local, national 
and world history. Students study history chronologically to develop an understanding of 
change, continuity, cause and consequence. In Y7, we begin with a breadth study exploring 
warfare from Anglo-Saxon England to the present day. Students then study the medieval 
world, the changes of the Reformation, the changing power of the monarchy, the seismic 
changes during the Industrial Revolution and culminate with the conflicts, challenges and 
changes of the 20th and 21st century that continue to shape the world we live in today.  At 
G.C.S.E, students study Weimar and Nazi Germany, Early Elizabeth I 1558-1588, the American West 
1835-1895 and Crime and Punishment c.1000 to present day with an historical environment 
study of Whitechapel. Students evaluate different historical interpretations and handle a 
full range of historical sources

In Geography, students are able to apply their skills 
to global issues that have an impact on them and 
the world around them. They are encouraged to 
examine major world issues and develop their own 
ideas and opinions about them. Opportunities are 
also provided for students to experience learning 
outside of the classroom.

In Religious Studies, students study in depth the core beliefs and practices of 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam. They go on to learn about other world religions. They 
consider the expression and impact of  beliefs and the place of religion in the world 
today. Students explore the multi-cultural and multi-faith society we are living in and 
consider questions of belief, authority and morality. 
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Design Technology
Design Technology is a dynamic and creative subject where students 
have the opportunity to work of a range of projects including, 
Electronics: Food and Nutrition, Resistant Materials and Textiles. The 
department is well equipped with specialist teaching rooms and a 
range of CAD/CAM equipment. The department also runs a highly 
successful VEX Robotics club which has won a number of regional 
competitions and has competed at the nationals since 2014.

Mr P Carr
Design Technology Department

Food

YEAR 7

KS3

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

Textiles Product
Design

Systems/ 
Electronics

Introduction of basic 
culinary skills through 
making a fruit salad, 
cup cakes and flapjacks.

Bread, scones, and 
pizzas.

Range of healthy meal 
options.

Monster Dolls - 
design and make a 
monster doll.

Pop-art mobile phone 
cover project.

Contemporary themed 
cushion project.

CAD/CAM resistant 
materials project to 
design and make a 
book end.

CAD/CAM trophy 
design project.
Garden spinner metal/
plastics project

Design and make a themed 
piece of low voltage LED 
lighting. Graphics - CD-DVD 
cover design task.

PICAXE Microcontrol-
ler based Night Light 
project. 

Throughout KS3 students will 
complete a range of projects 
where they will deepen and 
extend their knowledge in a 
range of materials, tools and 
equipment, design process and 
wider technological issues. 
The projects will also have 
a focus on creative problem 
solving in a range of material 
areas. Students will be assessed 
through both an end of unit 
test and their completed 
project.

In KS4 we offer a 
range of courses in 
the following areas:

 Craft - textiles

 Engineering

 Food and Cookery



Computing
Computing is an exciting, creative department where students learn 
high level skills and most of all enjoy their lessons. At both Key Stage 
3 and 4 the students gain knowledge in how to be confident users of 
many ICT systems and programming elements.

Each student at Key Stage 3 is taught one or more discrete lessons 
of ICT each week, covering a number of creative units of work which 
link to the new Computing programme of study. Students are given 
several opportunities to use and create software applications. 

Students in Key Stage 4 can choose GCSE Computer Science where 
the focus is on programming, computational theory and computer 
systems. Or students can follow the BTEC Technical award in Creative 
Media Production for a more creative direction in ICT.
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Mrs B Moon 
Computing Department

Some of the topics covered 
during KS3 include: 
Website Design 
Animation Creation 
Python Programming
and many more.

GCSE Computer Science is 
A challenging course 
that allows students to 
understand and apply the 
fundamental principles and 
concepts of Computer Science.  
Students engage in a range 
of practical programming 
techniques alongside theory 
lessons covering topics such 
as: computational logic, 
systems architecture, memory, 
storage, wired and wireless 
networks, system security, 
system software and many 
more.

BTEC Technical in Creative Media 
Production:

The BTEC tech award is creative 
media production is a practical 
introduction to life and work in 
the industry, students can explore 
the sector while:

• Developing technical skills 
and techniques

• Producing a digital media 
product to fit the brief

• Review + reflect on outcomes.

The computing 
department is in 
a very exciting 
phase of 
development.
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Modern 
Foreign Languages

In the Modern Foreign Languages department, we believe that learning a language helps 
you understand the cultures and backgrounds of people from all over the world. English is 
not enough.
Learning a language helps you to acquire the knowledge and confidence needed in life 
and in the world of work. 
At Tanfield School, students receive a carefully planned knowledge-based curriculum with 
opportunities to extend their learning beyond the classroom. Trips abroad give students a 
chance to apply the knowledge they have acquired and make their studies more meaningful 
by using the target language in a realistic way and by experiencing the culture at first hand. 

We are looking forward to meeting you.
Mrs Marlier (Head of Modern Foreign Languages)
Mrs Seccombe (Teacher of French)
Miss Niemann (Teacher of French and German)

MFL Department

Speaking languages 
gives you access to a 
whole new world: 
music, internet, 
cultural events, 
travel, new friends.

“You can never 
understand 
one language 
until you 
understand at 
least two”

Year 7: All about me; Endangered 
animals; Leisure activities.

Year 8: School and future plans; 
Home; Food and drink.

Year 9: Healthy lifestyles; Daily 
routine; Holidays.

Year 10: Relationships; Technology 
in everyday life; Free time activities 
(music, cinema, TV, food and eating 
out); Customs and festivals; Home and 
local area.

Year 11: Social issues (charity 
and voluntary work; healthy 
and unhealthy living); Global 
issues (environment, poverty and 
homelessness); Travel and tourism; 
Education and future career.



Physical Education

At Tanfield School we encourage students to develop lifelong 
participation in sport through offering an extensive range of sporting 
activities during Core PE and our extra-curricular programme. 
Our curriculum path offers six different sporting units of work across 
Key Stage 3 and the option of Sport Science at Key Stage 4 offers a 
more theoretical pathway for those students interested in pursuing a 
career in the sporting industry. We take pride in our high standards 
of commitment and sporting etiquette. The extensive extracurricular 
programme is for all students and facilitates all levels of participation.
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Mr J Rourke
PE Department

Extra Curricular: 
We have an extensive extra 
curricular programme 
which is for all students 
and facilitates all levels of 
participation.

Our Curriculum targets 
the development of physical 
activity at a high level. At 
Tanfield we aim to develop 
the skills, techniques and 
tactics required in a unit of 
work while working at a high 
intensity, not forgetting the 
element of fun and enjoyment.

KS3 & KS4 Activities: 
Football, Cricket, 
Handball, Rugby 
League, Table 
Tennis, Dance, 
Netball, Athletics,       
Gymnastics,
Trampolining and 
more

Our aim is for all students to 
leave Tanfield School with 
the ability to maintain an 
active, healthy lifestyle based 
on their experiences from 
Physical Education.

Sport Science
Our Sport Science course offers students the opportunity 
to explore the sporting world and investigate the 
various roles within it. They will learn about the 
different pieces of the puzzle that an athlete must 
consider as they try to maximise their full potential, 
learning about topics such as; principles of training, 
reducing the risk of injury, nutrition and many more.

We are involved 
in a wide range of 
disability sports 
from Boccia, New 
Age Kurling and 
Swimming
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Art
The Art curriculum is designed to develop students’ ability to 
communicate and express their creative ideas. During Key Stage 3 
students explore a wide range of skills and techniques including: 
drawing in a variety of forms, painting, printmaking, sculpture and 
ceramics.  Relevant artists, both traditional and contemporary, and 
from different cultures are introduced to students to inspire, influence 
and inform their work.

Key Stage 4 students study the AQA GCSE Art & Design qualification. 
This course is designed to allow students to build upon and refine their 
skills across a range of techniques already learned at Key Stage 3. Many 
of our students choose to study Art post-Tanfield and this course offers 
the essential knowledge and skills to help them progress to the next 
level in sixth form and beyond.

Mrs Tones 
Art Department

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10 & 11

Under the Sea

Still Life Pop Art Zentangles

Faces & Masks All About Me Food & Drink

Unit 1
Portfolio of work
Projects may vary

Unit 2
Controlled

Assessment

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3



Music
In Music, students are encouraged to perform on a wide variety of 
instruments: percussion, street samba band kit, drum kits, keyboards, 
pianos, acoustic guitars, electric guitars, bass guitars, tin whistles, 
trumpets, trombones, clarinets, flutes, violins and cellos. All of these are 
available free of charge from the Music department through our new 
musical instrument hire scheme.

The Music department also uses the school’s Moodle website 
moodle.tanfieldschool.co.uk to encourage students to take an active 
part in extracurricular music and complete their weekly homework. We 
have practice rooms available for students to hire free of charge at every 
break and lunchtime. 

The Tanfield School Big Band rehearses on a Thursday after School.
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Mr J Stephenson 
Music Department





SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS
A key priority for Tanfield School is the safety and wellbeing of our students. We strive to achieve 
this by ensuring that the school is safe and secure. We work in partnership with many agencies, 
including the Police, to educate students about personal and on-line safety. Where a student’s 
behaviour impacts on the wellbeing of others, the school is robust and educative. For any 
safeguarding concerns please contact the school (01207 232 881 or enquiries@tanfieldschool.
co.uk) and ask for a member of our safeguarding team. 
 
Members of the safeguarding team: 
Mrs K Draycott, Mrs L Bell, Mrs M Farrell

If you have a concern about a child or young person’s welfare who lives in County Durham, 
call First Contact Prevention Service on 03000 267 979. First Contact brings together Children’s 
Services staff with partners such as Durham Constabulary and Health Services.

The Tanfield Way
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We guarantee that we will do whatever it takes to make sure that every student at Tanfield 
achieves their full potential.  We have extremely high expectations and, just as there are no 
shortcuts, there are no excuses.   
At Tanfield, we all have a sentence that states the lasting impression we want to leave on the 
world. Our school sentence is: “The school ensured that all students attended the best university, 
or real alternative, succeeded in their dream job and thrived in all aspects of their life.”

In order to achieve our mission, Tanfield focuses on three key drivers: Mastery, which is the urge 
to get better and better at something that matters; Autonomy, or our desire to direct our own 
lives; and Purpose, which is our yearning to do what we do in the service 
of something larger than ourselves.  
Our practice is thoroughly rooted in this approach and in the following three core values: 

Hard Work  
We never give up.  We remain positive so that we have the strength to persevere with even the 
hardest work.  We do what it takes for as long as it takes.

Fairness 
We play by the rules. We are respectful, polite and courteous at all times.  We don’t take advantage of 
others and helping a member of our team is helping ourselves. 

Trust 
We are honest.  We do what we say we’ll do and do not make excuses.  We are loyal and have the 
courage to do the right thing. 

SEND
If you’re child has SEND Requirements you can contact Mrs S Johnson for further 
information.
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