
Year 8
 

Cycle 2 
Assessments
Revision 
Support

In this booklet, you will find tips for parents, knowledge 
organisers and ‘what I need to know’ checklists for each subject.

Use these to support your preparation for assessments. These 
begin on Monday 11th February 2019 and will take place in 
lesson time.



Exam season is fast approaching and you’re probably feeling the pressure of 
trying to help your child prepare. We’ve compiled some revision tips to help you 
banish the stress of exam prep.

1- Establish effective study habits

Help your child create a study plan early on (this will make you aware of their exam 
dates too), making sure it is realistic and achievable to avoid de-motivation. 
Planning in advance will also help avoid ineffective cramming sessions further 
down the line. Encourage them to use a weekly planner so they are accountable 
for their work. Don’t micro-manage. Provide extra support if they need or ask for it.

2- Take a break!

Don’t try and force them to work for hours at a time. Their concentration span is 
limited and it will hinder the success of their revision if they are trying to do 
mammoth sessions. Suggest the use of a timer as well as regularly changing 
revision subject, to avoid getting stuck in a rut. Check out our Pomodoro video as 
it's a really simple way for students to manage their time effectively:

https://youtu.be/RlidoiSrpB0

Five simple revision tips for parents

https://youtu.be/RlidoiSrpB0


3- Practise past papers

Past papers encourage your child to think contextually, rather than just trying to 
memorise an entire text book. You can help by creating a realistic, timed, exam 
scenario when they are completing practice papers .This will encourage them to get 
used to working under pressure and develop exam strategies, helping them feel less 
anxious on the day.

4- Watch for signs of frustration

It’s important that your child is in the right frame of mind for revising. If they are 
struggling over something in particular, it may be best to park it for the night, 
reassess the next day and break it down into manageable chunks. Look out for 
stress and worry over exams that have been and gone. Be sure to ask them how 
their exam went, then shift their focus to what’s coming up next and encourage them 
to say in a positive mind-set. It is important to remember the role of a healthy diet, 
plenty of water and exercise in keeping a healthy outlook on exams.

5- Ask for help

If you are working closely with your child to help them study, but feel the work is 
beyond your own skill set, it may be worth seeing if there is another family member 
who can assist. Or, if you feel this may be a long term issue and your child needs extra 
support, it may be worth hiring a private tutor to help improve your child’s 
understanding of the subject. Alternatively there is lots of free support online, offering 
revision help for a huge range of subjects. Don’t forget- teachers are just at the end of 
a phonecall and are ALWAYS happy to help!



Use these knowledge organisers to revise 
for your assessment. Try:

∙ practice questions; 
∙ getting someone to quiz you; 
∙ making flashcards to use when 

quizzing; 
∙ graphic organisers (see right); 
∙ the Cornell method (see right);
∙ talk for a minute on the given 

term/topic – no pauses, no 
hesitations. Slips or repetitions or 
micro pauses lose a ‘life’ – three 
strikes and you’re out!

∙ Ask someone at home to use the 
‘what I need to know’ checklists to 
test you on what you have learned.
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English



Year 8 English 
Revision

What I Must Know

I understand the plot of the play.

I understand the characters in the play.

I understand the main themes of the 
play.

I understand the context of the playl.

I can recall key quotes and understand 
how they demonstrate my 
understanding of character, theme and 
context.

I know and understand key vocabulary 
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Year 8 Maths 
Revision

What I Must Know

Express one quantity as a percentage of another. 

Compare two quantities using percentages and work 

with percentages greater than 100%.

Interpret fractions and percentages as operators with 

and without a calc.

Percentage change, percentage of amount, increase 

and decrease - with and without a calc.

Original value problems and simple interest in 

financial maths.

Substitute numerical values into formulae and 

expressions, including scientific formulae. Include all 

prior learning (fractions, decimals and negatives).

Simplifying expressions involving sums. Indices laws. 

Simplifying expressions involving products and 

powers. Apply to perimeter of 2D shapes.

Expanding a single bracket. Expanding two single 

brackets and simplify. Apply to area on 2D shapes.

Factorising a single bracket. Expand two brackets.

Solving linear equations including brackets and 

fractions.

Rearranging where the subject appears once. Solving 

linear equations where rearranging is needed.



Year 8 Maths 
Revision
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Year 8 Science 
Revision

What I Must Know- 
Biology

Describe: Graphs showing 
limiting factors of 
photosynthesis.

Identify: Mineral deficiencies in 
plants.

Explain: The role of the 
stomata.

Define: Photosynthesis.

Calculate: Rates of 
photosynthesis

Label: A cross-section of a leaf’s 

structure.

State: The difference between 
aerobic and anaerobic 
respiration.















Year 8 Science 
Revision

What I Must Know- 
Chemistry

Describe: Energy level 
diagrams.

Identify: Renewable and 
Non-renewable fuels.

Explain: Thermal 
decomposition.

Define: Chemical reactants and 

products.

Define: Exothermic and 
Endothermic.

Calculate: Reacting masses.

Label: Balanced symbol 
equations.

Label: Energy level diagrams.

State: What is meant by 
conservation of mass.





















Year 8 Science 
Revision

What I Must Know- 
Physics

Describe: Graphs showing the 

extension of a spring (Hooke’s 

Law)

Identify: Contact and 
non-contact forces.

Explain: Drag and friction.

Define: Equilibrium.

Calculate: Moments on a 
see-saw.

Calculate: Pressure in liquids 
and gases.

Label: Force diagrams.

State: Centre of mass.



Year 8 Science 
Revision

Equations to learn in this topic:

Aerobic respiration
Glucose + Oxygen             Carbon Dioxide + Water (+ energy)
(reactants)                      (products)

Anaerobic respiration
Glucose                              Lactic Acid (+ energy)

Anaerobic respiration (in plants and microorganisms)
Glucose                             Ethanol + Carbon Dioxide (+ energy)

Photosynthesis
Carbon Dioxide + Water                     Glucose + Oxygen

Combustion
Methane + Oxygen                              Carbon Dioxide + Water

Moments
Moments = Force x Distance from the pivot

Pressure
Pressure = Force/Area
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What I Must Know

Describe the love cause of the Break with Rome

Describe the power causes of the Break with Rome

Describe the money causes of the Break with Rome

Describe the faith causes of the Break with Rome

Describe the 4 methods of the Break with Rome

Describe the consequences of the Break with Rome 

in Henry VIII’s lifetime

Describe the consequences of the Break with Rome 

in reigns of Edward VI, Mary I, Elizabeth I, James I 

and Charles I

Explain the causes of the Break with Rome

Explain the methods of the Break with Rome

Explain the consequences of the Break with Rome in 

Henry VIII’s lifetime and up until 1650

Describe the challenges Elizabeth I faced on her 

accession to the throne in 1558: legitimacy, gender, 

age, marriage, religion, economy, internal threats 

and threat of invasion
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What I Must Know

Explain why and how Elizabeth 

I faced challenges on her 

accession

Judge which of Elizabeth’s 
challenges was most significant 
and why

Describe the need for 

Elizabeth I to marry

Describe the possible suitors for 
Elizabeth I

Explain reasons for and against 

each choice of husband: 

Robert Devereux, Robert 

Dudley and Philip II of Spain

Explain why Elizabeth I chose 
not to marry 

Explain why Elizabeth I’s 

refusal to marry was so 

significant for England

Describe Elizabeth I’s aim in 

her Religious Settlement
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What I Must Know

Describe the key features of the Act of Supremacy in 

1559 and Act of Uniformity in 1559

Describe the key features of the Spanish Armada: 

causes, plans, battle, key leaders

Explain why the Spanish Armada was defeated in 

1558

Judge the key reasons for the defeat of the Spanish 

Armada in 1558

Describe the uses of Elizabethan propaganda

Explain why propaganda was important to 

Elizabeth’s rule

Describe the key features of the Gunpowder Plot: 

causes, plans

Explain why the Gunpower Plot of 1605 failed

Analyse the usefulness of the content of a source

Evaluate the usefulness of the source: POND – 

Purpose (why the source was made/intended 

audience,  Origin: author, Nature: source 

type…speech, portrait),  Date: when it was made, 

put the source in context.
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Measuring 
phrases

To an extent…

Totally different…

To a limited 
degree…

To a large 
extent…

Assess phrases

Without this… 
then…

In the long term…

For the short 
term…

If this hadn’t 
happened…

This is more/less 
important…

ChronoLink 
Phrases

Therefore…

Due to this..

As result…

Then….

This led to…

Hence…

Combined 
with……

Thus..

A further 
consequence 

was..

Explaining 
phrases

This meant 
that…

This shows 
that…

This led to…

As a result…

If this hadn't 
happened...

Connective
s

However…

Consequentl
y…

Also...

Moreover...

Writing frames to learn in this topic:
Describe 2 key features
One key feature of ……….. was……….
Explain two consequences of (PEAL)
One cause/consequence of ………… 
was…………………… . This meant 
that…………..which led to………….. . This 
then………………….. 
Therefore……………………….
Write a narrative account analysing how…
This is a CHRONO LINK with ANALTYICAL 
PHRASES. This means it is a chronological 
retelling of an event with links explaining how one 
part of the event links to another part of the event  
whilst supporting it with detailed knowledge.
Think causes – what actually happened in order 
and how one aspects led to another- the 
consequences
How useful is Sources B for an enquiry into…?
Source B is useful …. (explain what the content 
shows us- then say how that would help an enquiry 
into and link in your own knowledge)
Source B is useful as it is from………………. This 
makes it useful as………………….  The nature of 
the source is……….. which is useful for an enquiry 
as……….
It’s purpose is to……which makes it more/less 
useful because.……………………….
Statement: How far do you agree with this 
statement?
I agree/ disagree with the statement to a limited 
extent / to an extent/ to a large extent. I would 
argue that ………………..
The statement can be agreed with as…….
However, the statement can be challenged and 
disagreed with as………
In conclusion, I would therefore agree/disagree 
with statement as I would argue that…….. was the 
most important…… as
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Year 8 Geography 
Revision

What I Must Know

Types of plate boundary

Case Study – Nepal 2015 

(effects and responses)

Case Study – Kobe (effects 

and responses)

How to prepare and protect 

against earthquakes

HDI (Human Development 

Index)

Disadvantages of measures of 

development

Impact of a natural hazard on 

a country (Haiti)
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Design and 
Technolog

y



Year 8 DT Revision

What I Must Know

Describe – use of hand tools 

Identify – ferrous, non ferrous 
metals and alloys

Explain – how to produce a CAD 
design for cutting on the laser 
cutter

Define – the terms ferrous, non 
ferrous and alloys

Calculate – the total length of 
material used in a product

Use the writing frames for:
·         Hand tools
·         Metals and their uses
·         Preparing an image for the laser 

cutter
·         Engineering drawing for the bracket



Ferrous 
Metals

Ferrous metals contain iron, so can rust and are 
magnetic. Common ferrous metals include – steel and 
iron

Non 
ferrous 
Metals

Non ferrous metals do not contain iron, so can not rust 
and are not magnetic. Common non ferrous metals 
include – aluminium and copper

Alloys Alloys are combinations of two or more metals to make a 
better metal – common alloys include – stainless steel 
and brass

Thermopl
astics

Thermoplastics are those plastics that go soft when they 
get hot, this allows them to be shaped and formed. In 
school we most often use acrylic with the laser cutter and 
HIPPS with the vacuum former.

Thermose
tting 
plastics

Thermosetting plastics are plastics that set when they are 
heated or compressed under heat. We don’t use 
thermosetting plastics in school as they are not easy to 
work. Epoxy resin adhesive is a common thermosetting 
plastic.

CAD Computer Aided Design – the CAD packages we use 
most often in school is 2D Design, we use this to produce 
the designs that we cut on the laser cutter.

CAM Computer Aided Manufacture – the laser cutter is the 
CAM machine we use the most often, we use this to cut 
out the designs for the blades of the spinner.

Scribe Pillar drill

Engineers square File

Steel rule Junior hacksaw

Centre punch Engineers vice

Ball pein hammer Marker pen

For the image above to be ready for 
the laser cutter, what do we need to 
do?
RED line – cutting, BLACK areas – 
etched onto the acrylic. The first 
stage was to copy in a black and 
white clipart, we then turned it 
transparent before contouring it in 
red. The lines were joined to the 
bracket and then the unwanted lines 
were deleted.
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What I Must Know

What are the 7 formal elements in Art & Design

What is a Still Life painting and what might you 
expect to see in one?

Be able to name at least 2 artists who have 
painted a Still Life painting

What is mixed media?

How to apply gradients of tone to a drawing

How to use guidelines to support composition

What is the difference between Watercolour paint 
& Acrylic paint

How to blend and apply tone using watercolour 
paint

What is Pop Art? What would you expect to you in 
a Pop Art painting?

Describe the work of Roy Lichtenstein, using 
colour, style and influences

Be able to discuss Pop Art using Onomatopoeia 
words

Describe the work of Nancy Standlee, using her 
media preference and influences
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German



Year 8 German 
Revision

What I must know

To say where you usually go on holiday    

To describe a typical holiday in the present tense    

To use verbs in the present tense accurately, using the ich (I) 
and er/sie (he/she) forms

   

To use the perfect tense (past) accurately to say what you 
ate/drank

   

To say what you WILL eat (future tense)    

To say whether you are healthy or not    

Express and justify opinions    

Vocabulary for food items and meals    

To be able to describe a photo using “there is”    
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Year 8 ICT Revision

What I Must Know

Define a variable

Define a constant

Define a algorithm

Identify components from an 

algorithm

Label an IF / Else IF statement

Label a Forever loop

Label a Repeat until loop

Define a animation

Explain the purpose of a 

keyframe



Year 8 ICT 
RevisionWhat I Must Know

Explain the purpose of layers

Identify tools in Macromedia flash

Explain the function of RAM

Explain the function of ROM

Explain the differences between RAM and 

ROM

Explain the purpose of the CPU

Explain how ICT can be used in different 

industries

Explain how ICT can be utilised for people 

who have special needs / mobility issues

Explain the differences between hardware 

and software



Year 8 ICT Revision

What I Must Know

Identify examples of hardware 

and software

Identify tools in Macromedia 

Photoshop

Explain the term “airbrushing”

Explain possible implications of 

airbrushing in social media
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Year 8 Music Revision (Tempo 
and Dynamics)

What I Must Know

Explain the use of TEMPO in performing and 

composing 

Identify BPM from ITALIAN TERMS 

Identify ITALIAN TERMS from BPMs 

Explain the use of a METRONOME in improving your 

performing 

Identify REAL TIME TEMPO CHANGES from their 

abbreviations 

Explain the use of DYNAMICS in performing and 

composing 

Identify DYNAMIC SIGNS from ITALIAN TERMS 

Identify ITALIAN TERMS from DYNAMIC SIGNS 

Describe the effect of adding a CRESCENDO to your 

music 

Describe the effect of adding a DIMINUENDO to your 

music 

Perform ‘Stitches’ (Plickers assessment) 

Compose a ‘Bugle and drum fanfare’ using 

MUSESCORE software (free from 

https://musescore.com) 
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Year 8 PE 
Revision

What I Must Know

Know the rules of various sporting activities

Know what equipment is used in various 
sporting activities

Know what playing area is used for various 
sporting activities

Identify extrinsic injury risk factors for a 
variety of sports

Identify intrinsic injury risk factors for a 
variety of sports

Identify risk factors on a diagram (a picture of 
a sporting activity)

Describe how an extrinsic risk factor can 
cause injury to a performer

Describe how an intrinsic risk factor can cause 
injury to a performer

Explain how a performer can reduce their 
extrinsic injury risk factor

Explain how a performer can reduce their 
intrinsic injury risk factor
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Year 8 RE 
Revision

What I Must Know

Key Terms

Details of the Christian/Jewish 
creation stories in Genesis. 
Including a source of authority

How the creation story in Genesis 
shows God’s omnipotence

Christian beliefs that stem from 
the Genesis creation story

Christian practices that stem from 
the Genesis creation story

Details of the Hindu creation 
myths

Details of the Buddhist creation 
myths

Details of the Sikh creation myths

a, b and c question structures






