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Tanfield English Department Vision Statement: 
It is important to us that the English curriculum at Tanfield enables our students to leave us as independent, resilient and confident learners who question the world around them, read widely, develop perceptive lines of thought, express complex ideas using sophisticated vocabulary and write creatively, imaginatively and convincingly. 
Most of all, we want our students to value and enjoy the challenge of studying English Language and Literature and believe that our knowledge rich curriculum provides our students with the content needed to truly engage with everything our subject has to offer.
The Team:
We are a team of seven passionate, friendly and determined teachers who have a relentless drive to ensure students achieve exam success and enjoy the rigour of our subject. The English department at Tanfield saw results improve this year and we look to make further improvements in summer 2019. The head of department and second in department were appointed in summer 2018, alongside two other new classroom teachers (due to an increased number of students on roll).
The Curriculum:
September 2018 saw the incorporation of a knowledge rich English curriculum from Years 7-11. This has allowed us to provide our students with an improved cultural capital that will lead to better life chances and an affiliation with the society to which they belong at a local, national and international level. Equally, the extensive background knowledge and broad vocabulary we instil in our students allows us to ensure future success at GCSE level, as well as better preparing students for higher education. 
Students read a wide range of whole texts across KS3 and KS4 from a range of different genres and cultures. 
Homework is low stakes testing on Quizlet/Seneca Learning and tasks are mapped out on our programmes of study to support interleaving and retrieval.
Literacy is taught to small groups as a timetabled subject.
Year 7-9 currently have eight lessons per fortnight, as do current Year 11. Year 10 have ten lessons across the fortnight. All KS4 groups after current Year 10 will also receive ten lessons per fortnight as teaching allocations were increased in September 2018.


